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eligious Liberty lies at the
heart of Shabbat Shalom. It
is because of the Sabbath
that Christians separated
from the Jews and it is because of the
Sabbath that Religious Liberty has
often been threatened. Religious liberty is as important if not more important than any other liberty. Ironically in some countries people are
ready to fight and die for any liberty,
social, economic or political, but the
same people will at the same time
resist granting religious liberty. You
are free to work, eat and vote; but
you should not be free to believe or
pray, unless, of course, you do it like
me. Jewish lawyers and rabbis as well
as Christian lawyers and theologians
should unite their effort to fight this
battle. This is the enterprise we have
taken in this special issue of Shabbat
Shalom. Rabbis Saperstein and Lerner have joined their voices to that
of Seventh Day Adventist lawyer N.
Miller and historian John Graz to
face the reality and find the right way.

Hebrew Scriptures have been consulted to inspire our reflection and
prepare us for this fight. From the
first crime of human history in the
story of Cain and Abel to the model
of Daniel, the Bible has warned us
against the dangerous mechanism
of religious intolerance. Facing the
world we see with political analyst
Jane Sabes that the threat of religious
intolerance is not past history; it is
still vivid and threatens the survival
of mankind. We should rethink our
relationship with the other religions
in that perspective. The recovery of
the lost Shalom will be then achieved
at this price: the rediscovery of the
spirit of Sabbath, which teaches us
the respect of the other person, even
if he/she worships differently, even if
he/she worships on another day.  
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